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Message from Dr.Hamada to Japanese Reader

I was fortunate to study Taguchi Methods for my Ph.D.
thesis under Jeff Wu in the 1980°s at the University of
Wisconsin. I also had the privilege of meeting Professor
Taguchi. Unfortunately, I could not converse with him —

I don’t speak Japanese even though I am a Sansei (third
generation in the US Japanese American). For my thesis,
I focused on analysis of data from designed experiments
and was excited about the new types of practical problems
including robust parameter design that Professor Taguchi
had tackled. This period provided a strong foundation
for my career of solving real problems. I thank Team
“Shizuoka” for translating part of our book and hope that
the readers will be as excited as we were when we began
to study robust parameter design.

Michael Hamada, March 25, 2016, L.os Alamos, NM

Message from Dr.Wu to Japanese Reader

Robust parameter design is a gift from Japan to the
international community in statistics and engineering. Its
original ideas dated back to the pioneering work of Dr.
Genichi Taguchi. The methodology was practiced in
industries in Japan and some Asian countries for about
two decades before it spread first to the US and Canada,
and later to Europe and other parts of the world. Even
though its engineering intent was sound and laudable,
some of the methodological details lacked rigor and had
flaws. From the mid 1980’s, several statistical research
groups in the US and Canada became interested in robust
parameter design and embarked on laying a sound
foundation for its methodology. I was lucky to be in the
right place at the right time to witness this historical
event and became part of the efforts to revamp, improve
and expand its methodology, first in Madison (with my
distinguished colleague Professor George Box), later in
Waterloo and Ann Arbor. When Mike Hamada and 1
started planning our book in the mid 1990’s, we had
robust parameter design in mind as a major part of the
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book. It became chapters 11 and 12 of the book 1n the
second edition, on which this translation is based.

I have known Dr. Teruo Mori for many years from reading
his books. My research group has benefitted from using
the case studies in his books. I am able to read the Kanji
(#2752 in his book but occasionally I would hire a Japanese
person to translate the chapters for us to better
understand the meaning of the writing. In the last five
yvears, he has made short trips to visit me at Georgia
Tech at least once a year. From these visits and my visit
to Japan in the summer of 2014, I have gotten to know
him, his work and the amazing Team “Shizuoka”. I still
remember vividly my meeting with some key members of
the “Shizuoka” team in late June of 2014 in downtown
Tokyo. I was so moved by the dedication of these members
to quality engineering, especially to robust parameter
design. The translation I have seen here is a meticulous
and passionate piece of work. Mike Hamada and I would
like to congratulate them for doing such a wonderful job
and we look forward to reading the translation of Chapter
12 on dynamic parameter design.

Jeff Wu, March 22, 2016, Atlanta
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SEHOFNL, BEYHEDO T L —F RIEICHD D, BT T L—F 20T TV D RHITH
AT MV &ET, BEERFIISAVTHD. HEK 128y B3R, Xy K7 —
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